In the West Ham Shelter, hell on earth is shown, poverty, misery,
cold, hunger, servility, hypocrisy. In Perivalc St. Andrews, the
Fabian Purgatory is not shown but described to us. What are
its salient features? It is a triumph of organization. It is an
example of workers' welfare arrangements, and a living wage.
The workers' souls are hungry because their bodies are not starved,
Barbara, when she sees "not weak souls in starved bodies, sobbing
with gratitude for a scrap of bread and treacle as in the West Ham
Shelter but " Fullfed, quarrelsome, snobbish, uppish creatures "
in Perivale St. Andrews, cries;
** That is where salvation is really needed" ;* and returns to the
colours. She does not underestimate the strength of Bodger and
Undershaft and their omnipresent, pervasive presence:
BARBARA.
Undershaft and Bodger; their hands stretch
everywhere: when we feed a starving fellow-
creature, it is with their bread, because
there is no other bread; when we tend the
sick, it is in the hospitals they &ndow; if
we turn from the churches they build, we
must kneel on the stones of the streets
they pave"*
But the immovable obstacle created by the Bodgers and Under-
shafts meets with an irresistible force, the erect soul of Barbara,
who declares:
BARBARA*
Let God's work be done for its own sake: the
work he had to create us to do because
it cannot be done except by living men and
women. When I die, let him be in my debt,
not I in his; and let me forgive him as
becomes a woman of my rank"*
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